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LORD  LAWRENCE
1863-1869
JOHN LAIRD MAIR LAWRENCE, afterwards 1st
*J Lord Lawrence, was born at Richmond, Yorkshire, on
4th March 1811, thesixth son and eighth child of Lieutenant-
Colonel Alexander Lawrence, 19th Foot, by Catherine
Letitia, daughter of the Rev. George Knox, Rector of
Stabane in Antrim. His father, whose family had been domi-
ciled in Ireland for many years, was a hard-working regular
soldier of no fortune or influence, who had won his com-
mission in India, to whose service he sent five of his sons.
John Lawrence was educated at a number of schools
as his father's regiment moved from garrison to garrison,
but he did not particularly distinguish himself at any
of them. History was his principal reading, and at Foyle
College in Londonderry he learned of the famous siege of
that city* He had always wanted to be a soldier, but
being offered a writership in the East India Company's
service he sacrificed his own wishes, and after two years'
preparation at Haileybury he went out to Calcutta in 1829
with his elder brother Henry and his sister Honoria,
His first post was at Delhi, where he worked as assistant
to the Resident and later as Magistrate and Collector in
the districts of Panepat and Gurgaon. As a revenue
officer he devoted himself to his duties, working morning,
noon and night, and acquiring that profound and detailed
knowledge of the native customs, agriculture and languages
which was later to stand him in such good stead, The
provincial government was still patriarchal; and the
prosperity of the peasants, on which the whole Indian
economy was based, depended on the land tax. Tim
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